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Dear Readers, 

Islam is the religion of truth revealed for the benefit of 
mankind for all times, all nations and all places. Islam 
regulates the course of life to bring peace in this world and 
eternal success in the Hereafter. 

In this book, all the important and fundamental aspects 
of Islam are described in an easy form of questions and 
answers so that the basic concept may be inscribed in the 
minds of the readers. 

Darussalam feels great pleasure and honor in 
publishing this book according to its high traditions and 
standards. I am especially thankful to Mr. Shakil Ahmad 
As-Salafi, Hafiz Abdul Matin Rashid, Mr. Azmat Ullah, 
Mr. Ameen Arman, Mr. Aqeel Walker and Dar Al-Khair 
of Jeddah for the special tasks of translation, title making, 
pasting, composing, proofreading and checking it with the 
original Arabic Book written by Mr. Muhammad bin Jamil 
Zino. 


Abdul Malik Mujahid 

General Manager 
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In the Name of Allah, 

The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

All praise is due to Allah, we praise Him and seek His 
help, and beg His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah 
from the evil of our souls and from the wickedness of our 
deeds. Whoever is guided by Allah cannot be led astray, 
and whoever He leads astray will find no one to guide 
him. 

I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped 
but Allah, Who has no partner, and I bear witness that 
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. 

These are some important questions about Islamic 
Doctrine which I have answered, mentioning the proof- 
texts from the Qur’an and correct and authenticated 
Ahadith (true traditions and sayings of the Prophet M) so 
that the reader may be satisfied with the correctness of the 
answers. This is necessary because the Doctrine of Allah’s 
Tawhid (Monotheism, Oneness) is the foundation of man’s 
happiness in this world and in the Hereafter. 

I ask Allah to benefit the Muslims with this work and to 
make it purely for His sake. 


I. THE PILLARS OF ISLAM 


Q.l The Angel Gabriel (Jibreel) said: “Oh 

Muhammad, tell me about Islam.” 

A. The Prophet % answered: Islam is: 

1. To bear witness that none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah (and that he was sent by 
Allah to teach us His religion). 

2. And to establish As-Salah (prayer) — (that is to 
perform it correctly with sincerity and humility). 

3. And to pay Az-Zakah } 

4. And to observe Sawm (fasting) during the month 
of Ramadhan — (by avoiding food, drink and 
sexual intercourse from dawn to dusk). 

5. And to perform Hajj (to make pilgrimage to the 
House of Allah — the Sacred Mosque at 
Makkah where the Ka‘bah is located) if he is 
able to do so (i.e. make the journey). 

{Muslim) 


Muhammad bin Jamil Zino 

1 A certain fixed portion of the wealth and each and every kind of 
property liable to Az-Zakah owned by a Muslim to be paid yearly for 
the benefit of the poor in the Muslim community. The payment of 
Az-Zakdh is obligatory, as it is one of the five pillars of Islam. 
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II. THE PILLARS OF FAITH 


Q.l The angel Gabriel (Jibreel) then said: “Tell me 
about Iman (Faith).” 

A. The Prophet gg answered: “Faith is to believe in: 

1. Allah 

[That He is the Creator and that only He has the 
right to be worshipped, and that He has Names 
and Attributes (referred to in the Qur’an and 
Sunnah ) and that: 

‘There is nothing like unto Him and He is the 
All-Hearer, All-Seer.’ (42:1 1)] 

2. His Angels 

(Creatures made of light, invisible to us, and 
created by Allah. They perform certain duties 
assigned to them.) 

*> 

3. His Books 

(The Torah, the Gospel, the Psalms, and the 
Qur’an which confirms and fulfills them.) 

4. His Messengers 

[The Prophets sent to mankind. The first of the 
Messengers was Noah and the last was 
Muhammad (peace be upon them all).] 

5. The Final Day 

(The Day of Resurrection when mankind will 
be judged.) 


8 


6. And to believe in Allah’s Decree (Qadar), both 
the good and the evil thereof. 

(To be content with the fate which Allah has 
decreed for us, while taking the precautions and 
seeking the legal causes that lead to the desired 
purpose.)” 

{Muslim) 


9 



(That is: He descends in a way befitting His 
Majesty, which is unlike the action of any of His 
creations.) 

Q.5 Where is Allah? 

A. Allah is over the Throne (which is) above the 
(seventh) heaven. As Allah says: 

“The Most Beneficent (Allah) Istawa (rose over) 
the (Mighty) Throne (in a manner that suits His 
Majesty).” (20:5) 

(That is: He raised Himself above it.) 

The Prophet gg said: 

Ot IjVSS" huI jj 

[^jU»J|*Ijj] Jl (jji ajjjp \L)y£j» 

“Allah wrote out (all things) in a Book before He 
created the creation. . .it is written with Him above 
the Throne.” ( Al-Bukhari ) 

Q.6 Is Allah with us? 

A. Allah is with us through His Knowledge (of all 
things). He hears and sees us, as He says: 

J\5 fa 

“He (Allah) said: Fear not. Verily, I am with you 
both, Hearing and Seeing.” (20:46) 


The Prophet % said: 

(<ui*j (^1) l Zjji j j & JJ 

[filS *'333 

“. . .You call upon the One Who hears. Who is near, 
and is with you (i.e. through His Knowledge).” 
( Muslim ) 

Q.7 What is the benefit of affirming Allah’s Oneness 
( Tawhid )? 

A. It is salvation from eternal punishment in the 
Hereafter, right guidance in this world, and 
forgiveness for sins. Allah, the All-Mighty says: 

n ft '.A- 4 '* iL£$\ 

' >' *-5 > - 

“It is those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah 
and worship none but Him alone) and they do not 
mix their belief with Dhulm (wrong, i.e. by 
worshipping others besides Allah), for them (only) 
there is security and they are guided.” (6:82) 

The Prophet M said: 

** hjX ^ 'J* N it nil itJl ,>» 

[aAp 

“The slaves’ right on Allah is that He will not 
punish those who do not associate anything as a 
partner with Him.” ( Al-Bukhari and Muslim ) 
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<*l»j L j ii»JI lit jiii 4ilj ,>• /j} ^ 

“Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with 
Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the 
Fire will be his abode. And for the Dhalimun (polytheists 
and wrongdoers) there are no helpers.” (5:72) 

The Prophet $£ said: 

Ja'O 

“Whoever meets Allah associating anything with 
Him will enter the (Hell) Fire.” {Muslim) 

Q.21 Are good deeds of any benefit to one who 
worships others besides Allah? 

A. No, good deeds are of no benefit to those who 
worship others besides Allah. Allah says 
concerning the Prophets: 

\ [Z ^ Uc. Ja-jJ I t_j) J ^ 

“But if they had associated partners with Allah, alL 
that they used to do would have been of no benefit 
to them.” (6:88) 

The Prophet M said: Allah says: 

cb* J* 4 ^j o* 

‘t V Ifb 

[jXi cijj 

“I have no need of partners. Whoever does any 
deed in which he associates partners with Me, I 
reject him and his Shirk (act of associating partners 
with Allah).” {Hadith Qudsi, reported by Muslim.) 
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VIII. MINOR SHIRK {4SII-SHIRK AL-ASGHAR) 

Q. 1 What is Ash-Shirk Al-Asghar? 

A. Minor Shirk {Ash-Shirk Al-Asghar ) is to worship 
Allah so as to be seen by others. Allah says: 

*4j J sljj ^ 

“So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, 
let him work righteousness and associate none as a 
partner in the worship of his Lord.” (18:1 10) 

The Prophet said: 

ji_Clp vli L±\ Li 0I» 

si 33 

“What I fear most for you all is Shirk Asghar 
(minor Shirk) - Ar-Riya ’ (performing worship to be 
seen by others).” {Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 
Included in Ash-Shirk Al-Asghar is the saying: 

“Were it not for so-and-so, and it is Allah and so- 
and-so’s will.” 

The Prophet % said: 

: I^J jS ^£5 j t 1 4&I ^ * 

[jU?-l sljj . #(1)^9 S-Li jL L 

“Do not say: ‘It is the Will of Allah and so-and-so,’ 
rather say, ‘It is the Will of Allah and then because 
of so-and-so.’” {Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 
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X. JIHAD (FIGHTING), WALA’ (LOYALTY) 
AND HUKM (RULE) 

Q.l What is the status of Jihad for Allah’s sake in 
Islam? 

A. Jihad (fighting and struggle in the Cause of Allah) 
with one’s wealth, and speech, according to one’s 
ability is obligatory in Islam. Allah says: 

“March forth, whether you are light (being healthy, 
young and wealthy) or heavy (being ill, old and 
poor), strive hard with your wealth and your lives 
in the Cause of Allah.” (9:41) 

The Prophet % said: 

ljJUkL>-» 

*'33 

“Fight against the idolaters with your wealth, lives 
and speech.” (That is: according to your ability.) 
( Abu Dawud, and it is authentic.) 

Q.2 What is Wala ’ (friendship, loyalty)? 

A. Wald ’ (friendship, loyalty) is love and help of the 
faithful believers. Allah says: 


“The believers, men and women, are Awliya’ 
(helpers, supporters, friends, protectors) of one 
another.” (9:71) 

The Prophet M said: 

•(UJJ IZj jails' yjii} j^j|» 

“The faithful believers are as a brick structure, each 
supporting the other.” ( Muslim ) 

Q.3 Is seeking the friendship and help of the 

disbelievers permitted? 

A. No, seeking the friendship and help of the 

disbelievers is not permitted. Allah says: 

pfe o-j ^ 

“And if any amongst you takes them (the Christians 
and Jews) as Awliya’, then surely he is one of 
them...” (5:51) 

The Prophet gj£ said: 

jiii] 3? jl» 

“The people of such-and-such clan (a tribe of 
disbelievers) are not my supporters ( Awliya ’).” (Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim) 

Q.4 Who is a Walt (friend)? 

A. A Wall is a true believer, who fears and loves Allah 
very much. Allah says: 
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XIII. THE PRAYER (INVOCATION) 
WHICH IS ANSWERED 

1 . Allah’ s Messenger said: 

J>\ p-fUl* :3lii Yj pt lolp c,U*l u» 

£43 £43 tilolp 

JuU-I tiljui y 

i£ ^-4 3t £ ^4^- tdJU ^1 £|& 
% jl !a4f aIUp jl dLl^S - 

Crr* *4-^ ^I31 p j*Ip 

‘sA*3 ^ 4^3 >^>-3 33:3 

«U-y 4jl5Ci Hjj'j <t* <il C-i.il 

(>;lj J^?4 ol^i £^w»] 

If a worshipper is struck by grief or sorrow and 
says this prayer, Allah will drive away his grief and 
sorrow and give him happiness in its place: 

“Allah I am Your slave, the son of Your male and 
female slaves, my forelock is in Your Hand, Your 
Decision is effective over me, and just is Your 
Judgement. I ask You by each of Your Names by 
which You have called Yourself or revealed in 
Your Book, or which You have taught to one of 
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Your creatures, or which You have chosen to keep 
in Your Secret Knowledge, to make the Qur’an the 
joy of my heart, the light of my eyes, the removal 
of my grief and that which drives away my sorrow, 
thus replacing it with happiness.” ( Ahmad and Ibn 
Hibban, and it is authentic.) 

2. Prayer of Yunus (Jonah) in the belly of the whale: 

“Id ilaha ilia Anta [none has the right to be 
worshipped but You (Oh Allah), glorified (and 
exalted) are You [above all that (evil) they 
associate with You]. Truly, I have been of the 
wrongdoers.” (21:87) 

CA^>\ >1^ J> jUli 

[VjJ-'j 1^4 i'jj «aJ auI 

“A Muslim man does not supplicate with this 
prayer except that Allah will answer it.” ( Ahmad 
and others, and it is authentic.) 

3. If the Prophet % was sorrowful he used to pray: 

“Ever Living, Everlasting (Allah), in Your Mercy I 
seek help.” (At-Tirmidhi and it is good.) 
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